JANUARY 10, 2021
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
PRELUDE: Chorale Prelude on “When Christ our Lord to Jordan Came” BuxWV 180

Dietrich Buxtehude

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 455, “Crashing Waters at Creation”
1

Crashing waters at creation,
ordered by the Spirit's breath,
first to witness day's beginning
from the brightness of night's death:

2

Parting water stood and trembled
as the captives passed on through,
washing off the chains of bondage—
channel to a life made new.

3

Cleansing water once at Jordan
closed around the one foretold,
opened to reveal the glory
ever new and ever old.

4

Living water, never ending,
quench the thirst and flood the soul.
Wellspring, source of life eternal,
drench our dryness, make us whole.

STUTTGART

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and
transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING
Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good news for the
Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and continues to create
new life.
1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the
face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and
there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: 29 (sung by the Cantor)
1
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
5
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes.

8

The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of the Lord all are
crying, “Glory!”
10
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11
O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.
9

SECOND READING
Acts 19:1-7
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit
or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with
gifts of the Spirit.
1

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some
disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have
not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into
John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who
was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether
there were about twelve of them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 1:4-11

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself the one
who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.” 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 304, “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”
1

Christ, when for us you were baptized,
God's Spirit on you came,
as peaceful as a dove, and yet
as urgent as a flame,
as urgent as a flame.

Pastor Erdos
Vicar Hawkinson
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2

God called you, "My beloved Son";
you are God's servant true,
sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n,
God's holy will to do,
God's holy will to do.

3

Straightway and steadfast until death
you then obeyed the call
to serve with free and willing heart,
to give your life for all,
to give your life for all.

4

Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord;
your cross on us be signed,
that likewise in God's service we
may perfect freedom find,
may perfect freedom find.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: “Postlude on ST. PATRICK'S BREASTPLATE"

Evan Anderson
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+ PARTICIPANTS +
Our appreciation and thanks to those serving in God’s house today:
+ PREACHER: Pastor Erdos
+ PREACHER: Vicar Hawkinson
+ INTERCESSOR: Pastor Erdos
+ LITURGIST: Pastor Anderson
+ ORGANIST: Evan Anderson
+CANTOR: Michael Bienz
+ ALTAR FLOWERS IN THE NAVE The flowers on the altar are to the glory of God. Placed in honor of parents William and
Corinne Gregg by Judy Larry.
IN OUR PRAYERS: Ann Engle, Sharon Platz, Jerry Pawlak, Tom King, Joyce Hosler, Jerry Hertenstein, Gwen Martin, Sharon
Gerig, The Eiler Family, The Hobby Family, Aaron and Barbara Brune, The Vining Family, Charon Snearing, The Bohnke
Family, Marsha Mueller, Max Mueller.

