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I believe that one of the reasons we still read the Bible is because we are 
able, in spite of thousands of years and light years of cultural difference, to 
still see ourselves in these stories. The stories we read in the Bible reach 
deeply into the heart of what it means to be human beings. None of us 
would survive very long in the Bible world and all of the people from that 
world would find ours completely disorienting. Yet, we continue to read, 
to teach, to preach these stories because we find something essential in 
them. 
 
When we listen to Jesus’s famous rebuke of Peter – Peter who, by the way, 
just a few verses earlier correctly identified Jesus and his mission – I’ve too 
easily found it convenient to shake my head at poor, misguided, 
misunderstanding Peter. Poor ole’ Peter just didn’t understand Jesus’s 
mission. He thought Jesus was going to set up a new empire and he, Peter, 
would somehow be viceroy. Tisk, tisk, tisk. 
 
We continue to read this story because, well, you could insert our names 
for Peter. We know Jesus. We even love Jesus. But we miss his message as 
much and as completely as Peter. I think we’re tempted, like Peter, to think 
that Jesus is here to make the world a better place. Jesus, though, insists 
throughout the Gospels that he is here to make the world a new place. The 
old world, the old ways, are dying [and he will illustrate that most vividly 
in his own death]. We need new eyes to see the world Jesus is talking 
about. 
 
When Jesus talks about his own immanent death and when he is talking 
about his disciples’ need to take up their [our] crosses to follow him, he is, 
yes, talking about a physical reality. But he is also talking about another 
sort of reality – specifically, how we look at the world. You, Jesus says, 
need to look at the world in a new way. You need to see the world through 
my cross, through my death. It will be St. Paul who wrestles with the 
implications of this. He says all of this, all of the things we’re about is 
frankly foolishness, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles. 
It’s not just about what we do, it’s why we do it that’s important. This was 
the place where Peter stumbled, and I can tell you where I stumble and I 
will guess that you stumble as well. I may be content with what you do, 
particularly when it works out ok for me, but Jesus is asking each of us, 



every one of us Peters here today to not just do things but to see and grasp 
the world in a new way. Lying at the heart of the Christian message is not 
that you are going to become a better you. You are going to become a new 
you. But to paraphrase our pal Pete today, “I sort of like the old me.” 
 
I feel that often I don’t want to be a new me. I sort of like the me I am. I 
might want to be a better me. I might want to be fixed up and I even have a 
few things that really bother me that I’d like repaired. But looking through 
the cross at myself and my world – well, that’s a bit uncomfortable. Or, as 
St. Paul so eloquently put it, foolishness. 
 
One of the challenges we are forced to struggle with is that the vision of a 
new world that comes from looking through the cross of Jesus is that these 
visions can be fractured and coopted for other purposes. When I say I’m 
for economic liberty and for allowing people to pursue their talents to 
make a living – occasionally, a spectacular living – this does not mean I’m 
a libertarian. When I say I am against racial discrimination in open and 
disguised forms, that does not make me a liberal. As the columnist Jim 
Wallis pointed out to us in 2004, “God is not a Republican, or a Democrat.” 
And you see the challenge for someone like me, someone who can raise 
more money by saying, “Well, sort of.” There is more benefit for someone 
like me to take sides, clearer benefits. So, when Jesus tells me to look at the 
world through the cross, to upturn my imagination, my vision, my agenda, 
well, “God forbid it, Lord!’ 
 
The power of the Christian message is that through Jesus the world is 
different. I believe, along with thousands of years of other Christians, that 
this simple thing – looking at the world through the cross of Jesus – helps 
us see the world in new ways. 
 
What if you are to look at the world new this week? What do you think 
you will see? 
 
Amen. 
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