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On Wednesday about 15 people from Trinity – member volunteers and 
staff volunteers – were at CityScape Flats to host a picnic for our new 
neighbors across the street. And as we were there, I commented to two 
people how I am so happy, and a wee bit surprised, to find that so many of 
our members have the heart of evangelists. And both immediately said, 
“I’m not an evangelist! I’m just here to welcome people to the 
neighborhood!” As we talked, it was clear that for both of these people, an 
evangelist was someone who comes to you and says something like, “Are 
you saved?” or, “Do you know Jesus?” I offered, let’s think about the word 
for a moment. Evangelist is a derivative of the Greek “euangelion,” or, 
“Good News.” It’s the word for Gospel [as in the Gospel of St. Matthew]. 
Yes, some people have co-opted the word to mean what was described 
[culturally, this has happened as well], but isn’t what we were doing in the 
category of “good news?” Isn’t welcoming your neighbor, taking them 
dinner, getting to know them, encouraging with no agenda other than 
we’re all sharing this world together and this community good news? 
 
When we read the Gospel stories we don’t find anyone asking anyone if 
they want to go to heaven. We see people believing the power of the things 
Jesus does and wanting to be part of that. We see people’s lives change – 
you might call that, “being saved” – because they want to be part of this. 
We see that generally speaking, what we might call salvation is a very this-
worldly thing. The “evangelism strategy,” if you may, is to allow this 
world to reflect more fully God’s world. Today’s Gospel is the 
quintessential story about this. This story, the feeding of the 5,000, is the 
only story that appears in all four Gospel stories in its same, essential form. 
In fact, the story is so important, so central, that St. Matthew will tell it 
again later. And what do we see? What are we being told? The first, 
essential, step in helping this world become more like God’s world is 
sharing your dinner with the person next to you. You want to know the 
first step in Christian living, the first step in spreading good news in this 
world? Share dinner with your neighbor. Sit down with them. Get to know 
them. Break out your life, let Jesus bless your life and share dinner with 
your neighbor. 
 
I absolutely believe that part of what is going on in this story is that Jesus is 
telling us that in God’s world no one goes hungry, no one suffers from the 
lack of things necessary for life. And I commend everyone who gives an 



offering or brings a can or a box of food to contribute to a food bank. 
Absolutely this is the work of an evangelist as well. But we can be tempted 
to allow all of this work to be done at a distance, without ever sitting down 
for dinner together. You notice, in the story, that the crowd sat down 
together to share dinner. You can imagine that in a crowd that size 
everyone didn’t know everyone else. I would also guess that there were 
some people there who didn’t like one another very much. Jesus didn’t just 
provide baskets for people to pick up on the way out of town. They sat 
down and ate together. We say a prayer every week in which we say, “on 
earth as it is in heaven.” I think the Gospel writers are trying to give us a 
strong hint that this is one way in understanding what that prayer means. 
 
Let me tell you a story from Wednesday. First, you should note that we 
found out that our neighbors are a bit like a miniature United Nations, just 
two blocks away. One lady has only been in Fort Wayne two weeks. She’s 
from Nepal. Now, most Nepalese are Hindu. We didn’t talk about religion 
– come to think about it, I didn’t see her eat a hamburger – but we talked 
about community and what it was like to be here. She said several times, 
“I’ve never met a pastor before.” By the time we were done, she talked 
about wanting to volunteer in the community. We invited her to come over 
and we’d find something to do together. She was amazed she was 
welcome. Who knows, a Hindu Nepalese neighbor may become an 
evangelist for the work of Jesus in the world. How about that for living out 
the good news? 
 
But evangelists aren’t only people who go out to CityScape Flats or sit out 
on our stoop talking to people. They are also Eucharistic ministers and 
hospital visitors and people who teach children or sing. Evangelists are 
people who walk with other people in their home or at jobs or at school 
who walk with other people in this world. Who knowingly and sometimes 
unknowingly, embody the presence of Jesus for the world. Giving the 
world something to eat. 
 
It really doesn’t matter what you call it, but we’re discovering that there is 
a great heart for evangelism right here in our very own church. 
 
Amen. 
 
Pastor Erdos 
St. Matthew 14:31-21 
Pentecost 9 


