
August 4, 2019 

Dears Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 Though I did not, in every moment, relish being a parent, the task and privilege of 

shaping (mostly for good) the lives of three Haller human beings is one for which I give 

daily thanks. Now that said children have all achieved the age of majority, I look back 

with a smile (and an occasional groan.) 

 In connection with the gospel for this Sunday, I call on that parenting role with 

some pride. Though this is not all that Jesus is urging from us, the ability to separate 

necessary things (needs) from desirable items (wants) is a useful life skill. 

“Is this item you say you must have something you need or simply something you 

want?” I would carefully question my children. Wasn’t I wise?  

 Yet as we read Jesus’ words and the story of the rich man’s efforts to safely keep 

the many fruits of his labors, I feel distinctly “unwise”. As I look around my home, my 

office, my closet, garage, etc., I see a clear lack of discernment. Have I always applied to 

my own choice making the stress test of needs versus wants that I asked of my children? 

Ummm…, no. 

 I realize that I am in the pre-retirement stage of life (retirement from full-time 

ministry at Trinity forecast for June 2020) and the gathered clutter in my office seems 

vaguely threatening when viewed through the lens of the boxing and moving process. 

Yet, even though many movable items on my shelves were acquired as gifts, not all were 

bestowed in this generous manner. Did I really need all these books and papers?  

 And what of your “things”; your house/s, possessions, accounts, and so on? 

Did/do you need them all? Or, as sneaks up on most of us, did we have lapses in 

acquisition discernment and now we’re left with boat- and box-loads of “stuff”? Looking 

around the places we inhabit can cause one to feel more than a bit embarrassed. Isn’t 

there something about an “embarrassment of riches?”   



Really, I don’t think we have the sense that Jesus is shaming us in this encounter. 

Rather, it seems he is speaking truth to power, especially the power things and detritus 

can exercise over us without our awareness (or their mute inability.) Jesus opens the 

way for us to consider the practical folly and actual worry of keeping more goods than 

we need. He speaks of the insidious nature of possessions taking a primary role in our 

world view. He reminds us of the temporary nature of such amassing. 

Jesus comes with Good News again this week. He invites us to engage in interior 

dialogue (“But he [Jesus] said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator 

over you?’” Luke 12:14) assessing desires, actions, and goods held in our own hearts and 

homes. Do we encounter evidence of greed, acquisition, and anxiety concerning matters 

of possessions? Is there mirror-like kinship with the man in Jesus’ parable building 

bigger and more to store his much? Is our lifestyle defined as one of “those who store 

up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God?”  

As I type this letter, I sit at an overflowing desk facing stuffed and stacked 

bookshelves across from a table holding various “treasures”. All of these structures and 

everything on/in them must be vacated in less than a year; they make me anxious. Yet 

they serve good purpose and invitation from Jesus to go further than the 

aforementioned “wants and needs” test I tried to institute with my children. They 

actually open the opportunity for me to consider whether my life going forward can be 

less “stuff” filled and more oriented to being “rich toward God? What would that look 

like in my life? How would it take shape in yours? There is much for Jesus’ followers to 

consider this week and, in the process of such reflection, as always with Jesus, we 

discover Good News.       

Shedding things, discovering riches with you,  

Pastor Haller 


