
April 14, 2019 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
This past week at God on Tap the conversation starter was church. So, Sara 
Schaefer asked the group what they thought church was. One person said, 
“For me, church is a place that gives voice to people who don’t have a 
voice.” That’s stuck with me through the week, and probably will be with 
me through much of the week to come because a lot of the story we start 
telling today has something to do about having a voice. And it all begins in 
the opening Gospel story. There’s a ruckus going on as Jesus is entering 
Jerusalem. It must be quite a ruckus because some people come up to Jesus 
to quiet the commotion. “Tell your disciples to tamp it down!” But in the 
presence of Jesus, even the stones would have a voice. 
 
But as we read the rest of the story, we begin to see a different turn. 
Someone did tamp it down and suddenly Jesus is left without a voice and 
without someone to speak for him. And as that happens, the story takes a 
very dark turn. A few chapters after the words of the prophet Isaiah that we 
remember today, Isaiah will go on, still talking about this day, “He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb 
that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is 
dumb, so he opened not his mouth.” Isaiah 53:7 
 
A lot of the story, maybe even the heart of the story we speak of this week, 
is about having a voice or, in the case of Jesus, what it looks like when you 
don’t have a voice and when no one will speak for you. Let’s walk through 
the story for a moment. 
 
When Jesus announces to his disciples his upcoming suffering, everyone is 
certain that they will stand with Jesus. Peter will stand with him to the 
death! And Jesus points out that not only won’t he not stand with him, he 
will deny that he even knows him. What’s worse than not speaking for your 
friend, but that when you do, you actually deny him? That’s the ultimate in 
not having a voice. We travel through the whole story and no one speaks 



for Jesus. He is left utterly alone, with no voice. Like a sheep before its 
shearers. 
 
When you think about what took place in Jerusalem so long ago, it’s easy to 
come down hard on the disciples, come down hard on the people around 
Jesus. I think all of us have, at one time or another, at least shaken our 
heads at all of those people, “How could they?” But I think when you read 
the stories, you come away with the sense that everyone had two choices; 
you either stood with Jesus – you gave voice to him, you spoke up for him, 
or you ran away. And if you stood with him, you would probably die with 
him. And that included everyone. And that’s, at very least, a sobering 
thought. And if you didn’t speak up, the only choice you have is to run 
away, because standing too close will get you swept up in the chaos. Simon 
of Cyrene was standing, accidentally, too close and had to carry the cross 
for him. And I’m sure he was completely terrified the whole way. 
 
To give voice to someone is to take their lives into ours. It means to see 
their situation and to care enough to allow it to affect us. But when you do 
that, you’re taking a fantastic risk. Speaking for Jesus, even now, speaking 
for Jesus and the things that Jesus clearly says he’s about, is a bit of a risky 
proposition. And if we look at the long and storied history of the church, we 
find that even amongst those of us who know Jesus, it is much, much easier 
to speak for ourselves and our own fears than it is to speak for Jesus. 
 
Yes, I think that our friend at God on Tap was on to something. Church is 
the place, maybe the one place, where those who have no voice find 
someone, a champion, to speak for them. Walking through the sacred story 
of Holy Week shows, if nothing else, what it looks like when no one will 
speak for you. 
 
Amen. 
 
Pastor Erdos 
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