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August 4, 2020

Dear Friends,

We are pleased and thankful to announce that we have a candidate to fill our position of As-
sociate Pastor. Hannah Hawkinson comes to us as a recent graduate of Princeton Theological 
Seminary. Her writings, experience as a chaplain in a retirement care facility, her demean-
or and commitment to the work of the Gospel along with her enthusiasm for the ministry 
of Trinity English made Ms. Hawkinson the unanimous choice of the Call Committee and 
Church Council to fill this role and join our ministry here at Trinity.

There is a unique part to this story. Ms. Hawkinson comes to us from the Evangelical Cove-
nant Church. In other words, she is not yet ordained as a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America [ELCA]. Growing up in the Covenant Church, she is the daughter of pas-
tors in this tradition going back five generations. It is interesting that the Evangelical Cove-
nant Church finds its roots in Scandinavian Lutheranism, so she is familiar with our theolog-
ical traditions. Ms. Hawkinson did a summer internship at the ELCA Churchwide offices in 
Chicago as well as working as an assistant editor for the magazine “Gather,” which is a publi-
cation of the Women of the ELCA. While she has a theological/pastoral degree from Prince-
ton Theological Seminary, Ms. Hawkinson did not complete the requirements at that time for 
ordination in the ELCA as she did not anticipate ordination in the ELCA when she began her 
studies. As part of her agreement to come to Trinity, she agrees to complete this work, which 
will include several graduate-level courses and appropriate evaluations under the supervision 
of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod that lead to ordination in the ELCA. We anticipate that this 
will take approximately 24 months. In this time, she will be working with us in the job out-
lined by our position description.

There are several things to note in this. First, what can Ms. Hawkinson do before her ordi-
nation? Simply, she can do almost everything. She can teach, preach, assist in worship, visit 
and tend to parishioner’s needs in the same way as a pastor. Second, what can’t she do in this 
interim time? She cannot be celebrant at Communion, although she can take communion in 
the same way a Eucharistic Minister does. She cannot officially preside at a wedding. She can-
not yet wear a pastor’s stole or use the title “pastor.” Third, what will we call her? We will use 
the title “vicar” in this interim time. Vicar is a traditional title used by Lutherans in an interim 
time as they work in congregations before their ordination. Finally, it is important to note that 
we will not be voting on Vicar Hawkinson just yet. As we cannot extend a call to her until she 
has been approved by the ELCA for a call, we cannot vote on this. We will vote on extending 
a call to Vicar Hawkinson when she has completed her work and been approved for call and 
ordination by the ELCA.

(over)



As an introduction to Vicar Hawkinson, you may go to www.TrinityEnglish.org/HannahHaw-
kinson on Trinity’s website for a note and video introduction. She will begin her work at Trin-
ity on September 8 with her first Sunday with us on September 13. We will schedule several 
opportunities to meet Vicar Hawkinson virtually the week of September 13. 

While this is a bit of a unique situation, we believe that we have been blessed with an out-
standing candidate for our ministry, one who will serve the people and work of Trinity for 
many years to come with the blessings of the Gospel.

With thankfulness for God’s blessings,

                    
Rev. Dr. Gary M. Erdos    Trina Gould Liggett
Senior Pastor     Church Council Vice President


