
February 17, 2019 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
First, a little background for this Gospel story. Jesus has gone through his 
baptism and temptation in the wilderness. He’s started a little preaching around 
his hometown, done a few miracles [healings, fish in the net, etc.], collected a 
few disciples and made a few people annoyed with what he’s saying. Now, he’s 
ready to launch – to use a more ‘contemporary’ image for Jesus’s work. You can 
see something of this pattern in Matthew, Mark and Luke’s Gospels. 
 
In St Matthew, the big launch is with this thing we call the “Sermon on the 
Mount.” In it, Jesus makes a tight, structured argument for what he believes a 
human to look like, what he thinks living in this world is all about and, without 
saying so, what he means when he teaches his disciples to pray, “… on earth as it 
is in heaven.” In St Luke’s Gospel, we are at that exact same moment. Here’s a 
funky, Trivial Pursuit sort of thing for you to know. While Matthew’s big launch 
is known as the “Sermon on the Mount,” in Luke it becomes the “Sermon on the 
Plain.” Crazy, huh? 
 
But here at the beginning, Jesus is saying the same thing he’s saying back on 
Matthew’s mountain. And here, on a mountain or on a plain, I’ve come to see 
that the first thing Jesus is trying to build out for us is some sort of description of 
what it means to be a human being. And if you think about it for a moment, that 
is absolutely necessary, because before he begins to tell us what a proper 
human does, he has to help us see what a proper human is. And inside of the 
Gospel story for today Jesus is building out a description of how and what 
humanity is in this world. 
 
Here, Jesus is getting us to see what human life is. And all of us have to admit 
that at one level, we spend a lot of time running away from the things he talks 
about here. We spend a lot of time and energy working to make certain that we 
avoid – to the best of our abilities – all of the pain and mourning and poverty 
and exclusion that we can. And when we work so hard to do that, we usually are 
doing it at the expense of the lives of the people around us. That’s sort of where 
all the “woe” parts in what he has to say come to play. Woe to us for all of the 



things we are working so hard to construct in our lives. All of those things 
actually, counter-intuitively, take us further and further away from God. 
 
When we read what Jesus has to say, when we take seriously the implications of 
the blessings and the woes, I think that somewhere in there we are being forced 
to confront ourselves and our images of what we think it means to be human. 
Good Christian theology believes that God has created us out of love, and 
through all of these moments, through things that look like woes but are really 
blessings and blessings we construct for ourselves and are really woes, we are all 
forced to think through what it means to know God, to know love and to live a 
real, true, authentic human life. 
 
Another way to put all of this is that when Jesus preaches the “Sermon on the 
Plain,” he is telling us what a real human life looks like. In fact, he’s telling us 
what his life looks like and the sort of things he is committed to. By wrestling 
with this, really, really wrestling with this each of us begins to discover what it 
means to be truly and fully human, at least in the ways Jesus was human. 
 
If we are seeking this, the Sermon on the Plain points us to three things: 
1. Interdependence on God and other people, rejecting individualism, 
2. Self-love that accepts our limitations, and 
3. The love of our neighbor as our self. 
 
Really, when you get down to it, being human is far simpler than we give it 
credit. It just takes a little blessing and a little woe. 
 
Peace to you this week. 
 
Amen. 
 
Pastor Erdos 
St Luke 6:17-26 


