
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  
DECEMBER 24, 2020 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC: A Triptych of Carols........................................................................................Robert A. Hobby 
     “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
     “Away in a Manger” 
     “What Child Is This” 
 
GATHERING HYMN: “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”.............................................................................. ADESTE FIDELES  
 

 
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  



HYMN OF PRAISE: “Angels We Have Heard on High”.................................................................................... GLORIA 
 

 
  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Let us pray . . . 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we 
may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.  
 
FIRST READING ........................................................................................................................................Isaiah 9:2-7  
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased its joy; they rejoice before thee as 
with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for 
his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou hast broken as on the day of Mid’ian. For every boot of the tramping 
warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called “Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Of the increase of his government and of peace 



there will be no end, upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and for evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

ANTHEM: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”...................................................................................................Mack Wilberg 

Infant Holy, Infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 
Swiftly winging angels singing, nowells ringing, tidings bringing: Christ the Babe is Lord of all.  

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a 
gospel true. Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing greet the morrow: Christ the Babe was born for 
you.   

SECOND READING .................................................................................................................................Titus 2:11-14  
For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all, training us to renounce irreligion and worldly 
passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world, awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity and to 
purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  
 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL HYMN: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ...............................................................................MENDELSSOHN  

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king; peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners 
reconciled.” Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; with angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is 
born in Bethlehem!” Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”  

HOLY GOSPEL ..................................................................................................................................Saint Luke 2:1-20  
 
The Gospel of Our Lord, according to St. Luke!  
Glory to you, O Lord!  
 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. This was the first 
enrollment, when Quirin’i-us was governor of Syria. And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born 
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 
fear. And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come 
to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 



shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. And when they saw it they made known the saying which had been told them concerning this child; and 
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in 
her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord!  
Praise to you, O Christ!  
 
SERMON..................................................................................................................................................Pastor Erdos  

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”....................................................................IN DULCI JUBILO  

 

 
NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,                        
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all according to their needs. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
  
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
ANTHEM: “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” from Gloria……………………………………………………………………………….Antonio Vivaldi 
 

Translation: Glory to God in the highest. 
 
 
 



HYMN: “Silent Night, Holy Night!” .......................................................................................................STILLE NACHT 
All are invited to dim house lights and light candles as the hymn is introduced. 

 

 
 
 

 
 



READINGS  
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let 
there be light:” and there was light. Jesus said: “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” Rise, shine, for your salvation has come.” St. Augustine in the fourth 
century said: “His light illumines our lives. As death could not snuff out his life, but was shown in all of its glory 
on the day of his resurrection, so may our lives reveal the glory of his light now, and in the day of our 
resurrection.” So, this night go, and so let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father, who is in heaven. And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen.  

So, this night go, and so let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father, who is in heaven.  

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
Amen.  

 
 

All are invited to extinguish candles and turn lights on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN: “Joy to the World” ...........................................................................................................ANTIOCH 
 

 
  

POSTLUDE: “Carillon” from Suite No. 1…………………………………………………………………………………………….Georges Bizet  

 
 

Music, texts, and liturgy are reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net#A-707484  
and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22664. 
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For more information about the ministry of 
Trinity English Lutheran Church, 

please visit www.TrinityEnglish.org 
 

In this time of great uncertainty and concern, your Church continues to reach out to our city, to shine a light in 
the darkness, and to offer the sure promise of Jesus for a brighter tomorrow. Although the ways we do our work 
is temporarily changed, we thank you for your continued support of that work. Bills still come due, our staff 
continues to work, and the Church still helps meet people’s needs in all the ways that we can. We’ve tried to 
make supporting the mission of Trinity English as easy as possible for you to do from your home. Please consider 
giving online, through texting TELC to 206-859-9405, through an automatic withdrawal from your bank, or by 
mailing a check to Trinity English Lutheran Church, 450 West Washington Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN 46802 Know that 
however you choose to help, through your prayers, your service, or your financial gifts, we appreciate it deeply, 
and are praying for you and your family to be safe and protected, now and always.  
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