
October 7, 2018 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
When I was in seminary, my professor of theology was trying to explain that 
quintessential dichotomy Lutherans call Law/Gospel. Trying to understand what 
this means is as old as the oldest Lutheran who ever lived. Casually, we’ve 
tended to think of “Law” as something hard, onerous and negative and does not 
lead to life and “Gospel” as good and life-giving and positive. Understanding the 
challenges and things we’ve probably heard [or mis-heard] in church, my 
professor sat in our apartment one evening and said, “It’s a little like this…” 
 
You can think of the Law [here this morning, the Law of Moses, the 10 
Commandments, the religious instructions in Leviticus and Deuteronomy] as 
something like a mirror. What it really does is show us who we are. It allows us 
to see ourselves in a true reflection, which can admittedly be something we 
don’t always want to look at. He then said that the Gospel is a bit like a razor, it’s 
that which reveals us as who we truly are in God’s eyes. He then said, “One of 
the human problems is that we seem to have this desire to break the mirror and 
then shave ourselves and one another with pieces of the broken glass. The result 
will always be, at the very least, ugly if not downright bloody.” 
 
All analogies like this one have their holes and miss the nuances that are part of 
any discussion of serious issues, but I think that it zeroes in on how we really 
treat one another. We’ve spent a lot of time in collective human history trying to 
shave one another with shards of broken glass. This Gospel story is one 
[although not the only one] where we have too frequently in the church 
business tried to shave people with shards of glass. This story, and the 
interpretations of well-intentioned church folk, have created a lot of bloody 
faces. 
 
I think the key to this [and a whole bunch of human understanding] is Jesus’s 
understanding that we are working with hard human hearts. A lot of the things 
we experience in life flow out of broken human lives. And while that can point to 
suffering and pain, it also points to an abuse of power and the infliction of 
suffering on others. We seem to have this crazy tendency to see the brokenness 
of others as an opportunity to cover over our own weaknesses and failures. 



That’s even evident in this story. The whole story started as an attempt to trip 
up the somewhat libertine Jesus. Jesus, who so often seems to flaunt the Law, is 
put on the spot. What will he say? Will he toe the line here, or will he go soft? 
 
But in effect Jesus says, “Look in the mirror for yourselves. What do you see?” I 
think his suggestion is that what we see is our own broken, scruffy selves. A 
bunch of people in need of a shave. 
 
Recently, I stumbled on a commentary on the Commandments I had never seen 
before. In an article someone was writing that the Commandments, the “Law” if 
you may, were given to people who just escaped slavery. As I wrote about this in 
a blog post a few weeks back, one of the ways to think about the “law” is to 
understand it at its deepest level as a manifesto of freedom and humanity. In 
our brokenness, we took these images of true humanity and used them as ways 
to beat up on each other. 
 
If the Law is a mirror to see ourselves fully, if this Gospel is a way to understand 
who we are as humans [creatures with particularly hard hearts] how can we, as 
Jesus’s people, create communities where people come to understand 
themselves as true, free, creative, loved human beings? How can we, with hope, 
see who we are and allow Jesus to show us what we are truly meant to be? Is it 
possible to stop shaving with broken glass and allow our lives to finally find their 
fullest expression in the Gospel of Jesus? 
 
These are a few of the things we exist to explore and discover. May God show us 
the way. 
 
Amen. 
 
Pastor Erdos 
Pentecost 20 
St Mark 10:2-16 


